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1.0 Background 

 
Monte Cecilia Park is a 12.3 ha city park in Hillsborough. It is centrally located on the 
Auckland Isthmus and is surrounded by main arterial streets: Mt Albert, Hillsborough and Pah 
roads. Monte Cecilia Park was originally a fortified Maori Pa (Whataroa) and later became 
Pah farm. It is of considerable cultural heritage value to the Auckland region. The park is an 
elevated site with expansive views out to the Manukau Harbour and Maungakiekie (One Tree 
Hill). The park has two large amphitheatre shape landforms, an outstanding mature tree 
collection and a category A heritage building, the Pah homestead, as its centrepiece. 

 
“The Italianate house is one of the best surviving examples of a large house designed by the 
practice of Edward Mahoney & Sons. The grounds retain evidence of the formal landscape 
designed initially for Thomas Russell, and later James Williamson, which incorporate the 
formal garden and terraces around the house, the tree lined carriage drive and park-like 
agricultural landscape on the slopes facing toward One Tree Hill”.1 
 
A publicly consulted master plan for Monte Cecilia Park (attached to brief) was finalised in 
August 2007 and provides a coordinated strategy for the future use and development of the 
park and Pah homestead. The master plan is based on the following guiding principles, which 
were established through initial public consultation: 

 
• a citywide park destination 
• a slice of living history 
• a peaceful retreat 
• a place to explore arts and culture 

 
The master plan addresses the need to retain the existing character of the park whilst 
enhancing and developing it as a citywide destination. The master plan proposes the concept 
of a visual arts centre and sculpture park as the major theme. 

                                                 
1 Adam, J. P. Monte Cecelia Premier Park: Landscape History and Tree Assessment of all lands once the Pah Farm. April 2007.  
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Auckland City Council has been approached by James Wallace on behalf of the James 
Wallace Arts Trust (the “Trust”) to assist in providing a home for the Trust’s extensive art 
collection. After considering available options, the Pah homestead has been identified as the 
preferred site for the public display and storage of the Trust’s Art Collection.   
 
Council has endorsed officers undertaking further work on the proposal. Four physical 
development work streams have been identified, and a programme proposed. The four work 
streams are as follows: 
 

1. Preservation works – est. cost        $1,503,707 
2. Refurbishment works – est. cost     $3,884,777 
3. Landscape master plan works – est. cost $1,786,131 
4. Tenant Fitout – est. cost a. Gallery  $   928,568 
                                              b. Café           $   133,179 
Total costs    $8,236,362 

 
In response to the budget, officers have prioritised the areas of the master plan that will 
provide the most benefit to both the park and homestead. The long-term view is to implement 
the remainder of the master plan at some point in the future, when more funding is available.  
 
Better access and connectivity within Monte Cecilia Park is required to promote the future 
use of the park and homestead.  

 
 
2.0 Purpose 

 
This is a first, and wholly independent stage of providing Landscape Architectural services.  
The purpose of which is to complete the scope of works directly associated with affected 
neighbours, in order to facilitate the process of consultation prior to resource consent 
lodgement.  The priorities for this include only stages 3A and 3D as shown on the attached 
Staging Plan.  The engineering component of which has been completed and is attached. 
 
The works are required to be complete by 15 May 2009. 

 
The second stage of providing Landscape Architectural services will be to complete the 
remainder of the staging plan, as achievable within the given budget.  This stage is less time 
critical and will constitute a separate exercise, subject to a separate brief and procurement 
process, in the near future. 
 

 
3.0 Results 
 
The scope of services will achieve the following: 

 
• high quality – the design, including materials, elements and finishes, will be of an 

excellent standard.  
• sense of place – the design will be sympathetic to the heritage of the site and 

homestead. 
• access and connectivity – the design will seek to establish connections and access to 

surrounding areas.  
• safety and security – the design will utilise crime prevention through environmental 

design principles.  
• cost effectiveness – the design proposal should consider the overall costs of 

development and construction of the individual elements.   
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• durability – materials and construction of design details will be robust, durable and 
resilient to the day to day use of the park environment. The ease and frequency of 
required maintenance should also be considered. 

 
4.0 Scope  
 
4.1 General  
 

The services covered in this brief include developed and detailed design for stages 3A and 
3D of the Staging Plan only. The engineering drawings for stage 3A are completed.  There 
are no engineering drawings proposed for 3D, however we have all appropriate site survey 
information available.   
 
Landscape architecture services are required to ensure the design intentions of the master 
plan are incorporated into the design of stages 3A and 3D, for the purpose of consultation, 
consent and implementation. The scope also include ‘other’ landscape architecture services, 
including 3-D visual graphics and a Landscape and Visual Assessment, as considered 
necessary by the project team to facilitate the consultation process with neighbours and the 
resource consent application.   

 

4.1.1 Design services 

This phase includes developing the master plan prior to the consent process. Specific tasks will 
include: 

1. project initiation meeting with council officers and other consultants, followed by 
a site visit and review of background documentation 

2. investigation of any services, trees or planning provisions that may have 
limitation on proposed works.  Site survey information is available 

3. preparation of draft developed plans, including all cross sections as necessary, 
along with material samples to describe the proposed finishes, materials, plants, 
elements etc for Auckland City Council to review, and make amendments as 
required 

4. ongoing consultation with council officers, stakeholders and other consultants; 
ensuring co-ordination with other work streams of the overall project  

5. preparation of final developed design plans allowing for review by Auckland City 
Council as necessary 

6. preparation of final detailed design documentation, including all plans, working 
drawings and construction details required for the works, together with technical 
specifications and a schedule of quantities 

7. a detailed itemised cost estimate by a quantity surveyor based on final detail 
design documentation and schedule of quantities.    

4.1.2 Other services 

1. Other services as required and as agreed by council officers.  These may 
include 3-D visual graphics and a Landscape and Visual Assessment for 
consent purposes. 

 
4.2 Timeframes 
 

The scope of services to be completed by 15 May 2009. 
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4.3 Constraints  
 

• the budget is fixed  
• the timeframes are fixed 

 
 
5.0 Offer of service 
 

Auckland City Council is seeking a hourly rate fee proposal for the above scope of works.  
The proposal should contain the following information:  

1. Personnel – professionals (including any sub consultants) who will work on the 
project 

2. Fee Offer – provide hourly rates, estimating the number of hours required to 
complete 4.1.1 of the brief.  Provide a provisional cost sum to complete 4.1.2 

 
 
7.0 Supplier management plan 
 

The consultant will report to Stephen Quin, Landscape Architect, Arts, Community and 
Recreation Policy.  

Expected Start Date:  Immediate 

Expected Finish Date:  15 May 2009 (subject to review)  

Payment:                         Monthly, upon receipt of invoices 
 
8.0 Tenders 
 

Please send your proposal to Stephen Quin at stephen.quin@aucklandcity.govt.nz 
 
 
9.0 Attachments 
 

 Monte Cecilia Park Master Plan 
 Monte Cecilia Park Staging Plan 
 Pah homestead and surrounds concept 
 Proposed main car park – plan and details 
 Proposed main car park – section and details 
 Site survey – existing car park 
 Site survey – Pah homestead 

 


